
The classic film Fiddler on the Roof  is deeply rooted in Ukrainian life, set in 

the fictional Jewish village of Anatevka, located in the historical Pale of Settlement in 

Ukraine (then part of Tsarist Russia), mirroring the author Sholem 

Aleichem's upbringing near Kyiv, depicting the struggles of Jewish communities facing 

persecution and displacement, themes resonating with modern Ukrainian experiences, 

and even inspiring real-life refugee projects in Ukraine.  

Geographic & Historical Roots 

 Anatevka, Ukraine: The musical's setting, Anatevka, is based on real Jewish 

communities in Ukraine, particularly Boyarka and Voronkiv, near Sholem Aleichem's 

birthplace. 

 Pale of Settlement: The story takes place within this restricted area of Imperial Russia 

where most Jews lived, highlighting their precarious existence.  

Themes Mirroring Ukrainian Life  

 Persecution & Pogroms: The forced evictions and attacks (pogroms) against Jews in 

the play directly reflect real historical violence against Jewish communities in Ukraine. 

 Tradition vs. Change: Tevye's struggle to maintain Jewish traditions while his 

daughters embrace new ideas (like marrying outside the faith) mirrors broader cultural 

shifts and societal pressures within Ukrainian society. 

 Displacement: The eventual expulsion of the entire Jewish community from Anatevka 

is a powerful metaphor for the forced migrations and displacements experienced by 

many Ukrainians, notes NPR.  

Modern Relevance 

 Resonance with Current Events: The parallels between the historical oppression 

in Fiddler and Russia's invasion of Ukraine have made the musical especially poignant 

and relevant, with many productions and commentaries drawing direct connections. 

 Real-World "Anatevka": In a poignant twist, a village named Anatevka was established 

in Ukraine as a refuge for Jewish families displaced by the war, directly linking the 

musical to contemporary Ukrainian life, says The Forward.  
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