


We were unable to publish a newsletter for you 
in August.  We hope you were able keep up with 
some local Ukrainian events during the  
Summer and Fall via our website.  Here, and on 
the next page, is a re-cap of some events that 
took place: 
 
JUNE 
Zorya Attends San Antonio’s 37th annual Folklife festival.  
They performed 5 shows between the three days including 
an hour long performance at 10:00 Friday night!  It was a 
wonderful, hot weekend of dancing and fun.    
JULY 
Zorya hosts dance workshop sessions for 2 days to focus 
on new dances added to their line up. 
Don’t miss them at Malanka– they have some great new 
steps to show you! 
AUGUST 
Zorya performed just down the road at the  
annual West Texas West Fest.   
 
St. Sophia hosted a celebration for  Independence day. 
Following Liturgy the Church Sisterhood cooked up some 
great Ukrainian food and the Zorya jr dancers performed. 
OCTOBER 
Zorya presented a new dance The Polka! at several shows 
for Heritage Day at the State Fair of Texas  
 
Addison in conjunction with DFW International  
Community Alliance hosted WorldFest! On Saturday Oc-
tober 25th.  Our member Iryna Dovzhanska hosted a table 
with some of her beautiful handmade Ukrainian  jewelry 
and art . Her son Yuriy donned a folk costume and carried 
a huge flag to represent Ukraine in the Parade of nations. 
 
TCU held a Ukrainian Music Festival October 28-31. 
A panel discussion with guest composers Miroslav Skoryk, 
Yevhen Stankovych, Ludmila Yurina and Sergey Zazhitko 
was held along with scheduled performances by the TCU 
New Music Ensemble and Voices of Change from Dallas. 
They featured works by Sergei Lunyov (L'viv), Yevhen 
Stankovych (Kiev), Miroslav Skoryk (Kiev), and Vladimir 
Zagorzev (Kiev). 
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Happy Hour!   
Another way to keep in touch is our Happy Hour  
which has been ongoing through most of 2008 
 
Let's get together for a  
Ukrainian Happy Hour! 
 
When: Second Wednesday of every month,  
5-7:30pm. 
Where: On The Border (Valley Ranch location,  
NW corner of 635 and Macarthur) 1220 Market Place 
Irving, TX 75063-7228 214-574-8900 
 
Their happy hour is 3-7pm, check for specials at the bar! 
 
The email group FOUT– Friends of Ukraine in Texas sends 
out a reminder before the date.  Join FOUT to keep up on 
current events. Send an email to:  
fout-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

In our Community…. 

Steve and Tatyana Neuner are independent 
agents, working with most insurance companies 
in Texas. Providing medical and life insurance 
for groups and individuals.  

Vichnaya Pamyat!  
Memory Eternal! 
On August 2, 2008 Andrew Chobany‘s father 
went to be with the Lord after a brief illness.   
Andrew J, Chobany, Born April 14, 1926, in  
Portage, PA was 82.  The funeral was held in  
Portage at the family home. We extend our  

deepest  sympathy to Andrew and his family.   
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A few thoughts on the Holodomor, By Alex Bezney 
 
This year all of us are keenly aware of  the 75th anniversary of 
a horrific chapter in the history of Ukraine: the famine or 
Holodomor, "murder by starvation," during 1932-33 in which 
up to 10 million people were killed. It was genocide because it 
was the result of deliberate Soviet policies. But you may have 
seen the usual denials: 
 
Regrettably, this historical fact is the subject of a  
disinformation campaign by the Kremlin, to deny this fact and 
to portray it as Ukrainian political exploitation and to justify  
U.S. imperialism, such as getting Ukraine into NATO. Some of 
the disinformation arguments initially denied the famine in 
total. However, with the opening of the Soviet archives, 
research  by J. Brent, of Yale University Press, and S. 
Montefiore, of Cambridge, have shown that a deliberate policy 
of Stalin's Soviet Union was to use starvation to break 
Ukrainian nationalism and peasant resistance. Kremlin 
disinformation then shifted to blame a shortfall in the harvest 
that resulted in a wider tragedy, i.e., it wasn't just Ukraine. 
It was then pointed out that there was famine in Russia 
(primarily Kuban region that was mainly populated by 
Ukrainians) and Kazakhstan. Although true, this argument 
overlooks the severity and policy-based persecution in 
Ukraine. 
 
There is no denying the famine in Ukraine was man-made. 
Soviet archives show a direct order from Stalin to confiscate 
all Ukrainian grain and to blockade all the villages to prevent 
the peasants from escaping to search for food. Escapees were 
shot. Archives also show that government agents were 
instructed to go door to door to confiscate remaining food. 
No such policy existed outside of Ukraine. Most of the 
Ukrainian grain harvest of 1932 was exported world-wide for 
hard currency thus guaranteeing a famine,  an officially 
sanctioned genocide. 
Another tactic by the Kremlin to discredit or deny the famine 
is to insist that it is "Russophobic." Even though president 
Yushchenko has repeatedly stated that the Holodomor/famine 
was a crime of the Soviet Communist regime and not the 
Russian people. It's through examples like this that one begins 
to wonder if Soviet mentality is reasserting itself and history 
once again is being fictionalized by the Kremlin in spite of its 
own documentation. 
Fortunately most countries of the world have seen through 
this disinformation. Last year, the U.S. Congress passed a 
resolution declaring the Holodomor a genocide. The 
European Parliament voted it "a crime against humanity." 

Addison's WorldFest features sampling of  
international cultures. 
By ARLINDA ARRIAGA Dallas Morning News 
Festival goers experienced more than the usual song and dance 
at the first WorldFest on Saturday in Addison. 
 
Food, music and crafts from more than 60 countries filled  
Addison Circle Park during the event, sponsored by the town 
of Addison and the DFW International Community Alliance. 
 
Dennis Kraft, the town's deputy mayor pro tempore, said the 
event shows how the town embraces diversity. 
He said the festival represented the many cultures that exist in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area. 
 
"Here, we don't turn away people or throw people out of our 
town; we embrace the culture," he said. 
 
The fest included a tent where children could make crafts from 
around the world. Paul Petros, who helped his 5-year-old 
daughter, Zoe, paint a wooden house from Germany, said the 
event was a lot more family-oriented than other events. 
 
"It is definitely something different, especially because there is 
a lot more for people to do with their kids," Mr. Petros said. 
 
The community alliance passed out passports for children to 
get stamped as they visited different countries' information 
booths. 
 
"It's an event that allows people to share their cultures with 
others. Too many people are afraid of the unknown, and this 
event eliminates that fear," said Pat Searman, spokeswoman of 
the event. 
"You know how it's Around the World in 80 Days? Well, you 
can do it here in one – no passport needed."  

Ukrainian flags wave proudly during a Zorya  
performance at the State fair of Texas in October. 



By Olena Kulyhina and Yulia  
Zavadska, edited and translated 
by Matthew Matuszak 
 
Lviv --- The Ukrainian Catholic  
University (UCU) co-organized a  
conference that gathered Polish,  
Jewish, and Ukrainian youth in  
Univ, Lviv Region, from August 17 
to 25. The theme of the event, held 
for its third year, was “The Ark 
2008: Ukrainians, Poles, and Jews in 
Years of Trial (1939-1947).” But the  
gathering had a catchier motto:  
“We’re all in one boat [ark].” 
 
According to the organizers, it was 
no accident that the main site of the 
event was the lavra of the Studite 
order of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Univ. During World War 
II, priests and monks at Univ, with 
the blessing of Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky, saved Jewish children 
from the Holocaust and also  
provided help to Ukrainian and  
Polish children. One of those rescued 
Jews was Adam Rotfeld, who, 
among his other accomplishments, 
served as the foreign minister of  
Poland in 2005. 
 
. 
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According to Marynovych, the  
conference sets an example of  
tolerance and understanding for  
Poland and Ukraine. 
 
“One cannot overestimate the  
significance of this event,” said 
Marynovych at the press conference. 
“The very site of the conduct, the 
Univ monastery, and the theme of this 
seminar are very important for our 
society. All Ukraine should be such a 
camp of tolerance and learn these  
lessons in history, in order to build its 
future.” 
Further information about UCU (in 
English and Ukrainian) is available on 
the university's website at  
www.ucu.edu.ua. Readers may also 
contact the Ukrainian Catholic Educa-
tion Foundation, which raises about 
half of UCU’s annual operating 
budget of approximately $2.5 million. 
One of the effects of this  
assistance is to provide scholarships 
to worthy students, allowing them to 
get an excellent education that they 
otherwise might not be able to afford. 
And the UCEF is operating at an out-
standing level of efficiency. Of every 
dollar the UCEF spends, more than 84 
cents goes to its charitable programs, 
ranking the UCEF among the most 
efficient and effective charities in the 
nation.  
The UCEF may be contacted in  
writing at 2247 W. Chicago Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60622; by phoning 773-
235-8462; e-mailing ucef@ucef.org; 
or browsing its website, www.ucef.
org. The phone number of the UCEF 
in Canada is (416) 239-2495. 
 
(this is an abridged copy of the  
original article. For copies of the 
full article, please contact editor, 
Cathy Teinert). 

 Ukrainian Catholic U. Hosts Youth Conference Reconciling Historical Horrors 
Article referred to us by board member  Chuck Neubecker  

Approximately 30 young people, 
mostly college students, from various 
regions of Ukraine, Kharkiv,  
Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, 
Zaporizhzhia, Lviv, and Kyiv, and a 
few from neighboring Poland, were 
joined at various times by some 20 
professors, historians, psychologists, 
philosophers, journalists, and 
political leaders. 
As part of the program on interna-
tional reconciliation, participants of 
the seminar visited sites of national  
tragedies for the three nations during 
World War II. Participants traveled 
to the concentration camps in Belzec 
and Pawlokoma, both in Poland, and 
the site of the village of Hut  
Peniatskii, in northwestern Ukraine’s 
Volyn Region: Only memorials and 
graves remain. 
“The life of a human being is more 
 important than nationality, and when 
we understand this, we will be able 
to go further.” So said Ihor Shchu-
pak, director of the Tkuma Center for  
Holocaust Studies, a co-organizer of 
the conference. He added that the 
maturity of a society is demonstrated 
by its preparedness to admit its errors 
and repent. 
In addition, three days of the seminar 
were dedicated to presentations of 
the national culture and traditions of 
the three nations. “We are not the 
hostages of history, and this means 
that we can do something in a  
different way than our parents did 
this,” said Krzystztof Stanowski,  
Poland’s deputy education minister, 
speaking on the Polish national day.  
 
 

Myroslav Marynovych, vice-rector for university mission of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University (right), speaks at a conference for Polish, Jewish, and 
Ukrainian youth organized at the monastery in Univ by the university. Dr. 
Oleh Turii, chair of UCU’s Department of Church History (center), looks on 
with Roman Chmelyk, director of the Museum of Ethnography in Lviv (left). 
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Ukrainian American Society of Texas 
Membership Application 

Yes!  I would like to renew/ become a new member of the 
Ukrainian American Society of Texas 

 
Make checks payable to UAST and mail to UAST Treasurer Viktor Baryshev: 

1520 Kelly Lane Royse City, TX 75189 
 
 

Date: _____________________________ 
 

Name (Please list all family members):________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State: _______________________________Zip code: ________________________ 
 

 Type of Yearly Membership: 
 

� Family Membership  $35 
 

� Single Membership  $25 
 

� Student or Senior Membership  $10 (w/ copy of valid I.D.) 
 
(Note: Business membership available now at Family membership price. Please submit your 
business card and we will advertise it in our newsletter, which is printed 3 times per year). 

 

Reminder: August is Membership collection time! 
 

To simplify membership collection and renewal,  
all dues are now collected in August.  

If you did not pay dues in August, your membership is not up to date.  
This will be noted on your mailing label of your newsletter. 

Your dues support the Zorya dancers, our information booths at local  
festivals and any activities we host during the year.  Please consider bringing 
your membership up-to-date this month.   If you have any questions about 
the status of your membership please contact either outgoing membership 
coordinator Roman Schevchuk or incoming Chrystya Geremesz. Thank You! 



c/o 1520 Kelly Lane Royse City, TX 75189 

 

December 25  : Merry Christmas!  Christmas services at St. Sophia Ukrainian Catholic Church,  

 The Colony.  Visit www.stsophiaukrainian.cc for more information. 

January 10th: Ukrainian New Year celebration Malanka!– see insert 

 

Next Thrice annual UAST newsletter will be published in March  

Please send your contributions, news, personal interest stories etc. to editor Cathy Teinert. 

 

Check in at www.uast.org to keep up to date with additional details to our calendar. 

Click on the “Zorya” link at the top to go directly to their calendar. 

Have you added your email to FOUT?  

Friends of Ukraine in Texas is a yahoo group interested in all things Ukrainian…  

stay in the know- send a request to join to:  fout-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

What’s happening… 
 

Ukrainian Proud!  
Keep our heritage alive in Texas  

And Join UAST today! 

Ukrainian American 
Society of  Texas 

 


