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Happy Hour!   
Another way to keep in touch is our Happy Hour  
which has been ongoing for over a year now.. 
 
Let's get together for a  
Ukrainian Happy Hour! 
When: Second Wednesday of every 
month,  
5-8pm– Next is September 9th! 
Where: On The Border (Valley Ranch location,  
NW corner of 635 and Macarthur) 1220 Market 
Place Irving, TX 75063-7228 214-574-8900 
 
Their happy hour is 3-7pm, check 
 for specials at the bar! 

The email group FOUT– Friends of Ukraine in 
Texas sends out a reminder before the date.  Join 
FOUT to keep up on current events. Send an 
email to:  fout-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

 

 

 Steve and Tatyana Neuner are independent 
agents, working with most insurance  
companies in Texas. Providing medical and 
life insurance for groups and individuals.  

Their own words ... 
I have asked some of our junior Zorya members to 
write something about a recent dance show or about 
being a member of the dance group.  
 
           Hi!  I'm Anna Albuquerque, age nine, 
one of the juniors in the Ukrainian Zorya 
dance company.  We're all like 1 big family.  
We dance and go to places together.  We 
travel around Texas to places like Ennis.  We 
dance in festivals like Westfest, the Polka Fes-
tival and the State Fair.  Although I'm a new 
member, and have only been dancing in the 
group for a year, I have lots of friends in the 
group and, enjoy the classes.  I really think 
that you should join too!  

UKRAINIAN RECIPE 
LINKS 
A member sent us this great  
reference on Ukrainian food,  
recipes and cook books. Cut and 
paste it into your browser. 
http://www.ukraine-today.com/culture/food/
food.shtml  

Another School Year begins! 
 
Congratulations  to our 
 kindergarteners,  
Olivia Neuner and  Olena Dudar. 
We hope they had a great  
first day of school. 
 
If you have a personal milestones  you want  
published in the newsletter, let me know! 

UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE CLASSES 
Join us on August 30th 4:30-5:00 for an  
organizational meeting about language classes 
which will start in September.   We will meet at 
Melva’s Dance studio, 19 Arapaho Village,  
Richardson TX during Zorya dance practice.    
Please contact Cathy Teinert for more details. 



 
 

 Congratulations to UAST’s 2009 Scholarship Recipients! 
 
UAST President, Roman Shevchuk visited Zorya’s dance practice on July 19th 
and congratulated each of the three recipients:  Erik Hunchik, Nicole Allen and 
Tasha Borozny.  Roman offered words of encouragement and thanked them 
for writing such heartwarming essays and then presented each of them a 
$300.00 check.  The dance group and parents watched on with pride while 
the winners received their awards.   
 
Their submitted essays, written with their applications, are reprinted on the  
following pages by permission. 
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As a thank you, for their hard work and  
dedication, UAST also awarded the directors of 
Zorya with tickets to the upcoming performance 
by  Virsky Ukrainian dancers. (see calendar  ) 

Pictured  above, left to right: Roman Shevchuk,  
Eric Hunchik, Nicki Allen, Tasha Borozny and 
 Andrew Chobany. 

Support our member owned  
Businesses!  Contact the membership  
coordinator to have your business  
published with UAST. 
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Eric Hunchik 

UAST Academic Scholarship Essay 

My entire life has been a multicultural roller coaster, bombarded with influences on both sides of my heri-

tage. My mother’s side gives me the stubbornness and thick headedness of an Irish man, while my father’s side 

gives me the creativeness and ingenuity of a Ukrainian. Other than all the great food from both sides, I hadn’t had a 

lot of exposure to my Ukrainian culture except for what was left with my dad’s side of the family.  

I knew I liked the food; pedaheh, kielbasa, and sauerkraut, and dance seemed like a cool way to expand my 

cultural horizon. My little brother had joined and I helped with the props on his first performance; it seemed neat, 

but I was a macho football player and… uhh… dance!?!?!? What kind of a man would my friends think I have be-

come if they found out that I take dance. My mother as smart as she is convinced me that football players and other 

athletes take dance class to work on their flexibility and agility, and most of them took ballet. Hmmm… Ballet 

with tutus and tights or Ukrainian dance with swords and spears? The next thing I knew I was dancing with Zorya, 

and not only has it helped with my balance and athletic skills, but it has created a great network of friends. Oh ya, I 

almost forgot to mention that I get to dance with a bunch of pretty girls! Eventually I showed my friends some of 

my dance moves out on the football field during practice, and they thought it was awesome, so I got a few of my 

buddies to come out to see some performances. A year later after I had started, I got my non-Ukrainian friend 

Richard to join the group.  

Joining dance has opened up my eyes to parts of my culture that didn’t have to do with food. Such things 

as eggs, not cooked or fried eggs, but beautifully painted and designed eggs Ukrainian style. I actually got the 

chance to make a few this past Easter, of course the quality of my eggs compared to others was no match, but I had 

fun blowing out the egg gunk and creating the designs. As I continued to dance I started asking questions about the 

regions of Ukraine; I learned about the different customs, traditions, and dress of a Ukrainian living in the Carpa-

thian Mountains compared to a farmer working the wheat field. I even incorporated my Ukrainian culture in my 

English class this past year. I presented a poetry project on poems written by Taras Shevchenko. I shared with my 

class mates the struggles of the oppressed Ukrainian people, and how the Cossacks were free, hard working, com-

mitted men who protected themselves from foreign invaders.  CONTINUED next page…. 
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ERIC HUNCHIK ESSAY-cont’d 

Recently I have had the opportunity to attend a Ukrainian Orthodox mass. I have seen the similarities and 

differences with my own Roman Catholic Church. Although ultimately we celebrate the same event, each is 

steeped with its’ own traditions, for example; I got to carry a flag around the church for the Easter Procession at St. 

Sophia’s, while at my church the passion of the Christ is read out. Another example is daily mass, both churches 

follow the same basic guides, first the readings, then the homily, and ending with communion. Instead of speaking 

like my church does, the Ukrainian mass is almost all in song.  

  Now I’m about to start the most important chapter of my life. I’ve graduated high school and I’m off to 

college to further my education, increase opportunities for my future, and pursue my goal of becoming a Doctor of 

Physical Therapy. I would like to run a Physical Therapy department at a hospital. I have always been interested in 

science, and love helping people. I feel a post secondary education will provide the best opportunity to help me 

reach this goal, by giving me both medical and business education. I realized that this is a long term goal, 7 to 8 

years worth. I may choose a different path, but the field of Physical Therapy is broad and offers many great        

opportunities. I know my experience to the Ukrainian culture will be beneficial to my learning. It has helped 

broaden my experience with different traditions, customs, and has exposed me to many different cultures. As 

someone working in the medical field it is important to know how a persons’ background influences how they see 

things. This will help me communicate with patients and interacting to anyone I meet in life. 

As I go to college I feel saddened to leave the Ukrainian community I’ve come to know, but I feel strongly 

committed to learning about my culture and sharing it with others. Mesa State, where I’ll be attending has a multi-

cultural group, and maybe I’ll be the first to join. I can teach them everything I’ve learned these past few years. I 

did happen to find a Ukrainian Dance group in Boulder, Colorado. Unfortunately it is 4 hours away, maybe I could 

organize a group trip to see their performance, and who knows, and perhaps I could make a guest appearance. It 

would be cool to talk to members of another dance group, but I’ll always come back to Dallas. I will return in the 

summer in time for the folk live festival, and I’ll be back to bring in the new years at Malanka. I’ll never separate 

from this Ukrainian group (I don’t think Andrew our beloved dance instructor will let me). Now I have to go out on 

my own and keep up with my own responsibilities, without my parents help.  It will be tough, but I love a         

challenge, and I can’t wait until I’m on my own. 



Nicole Allen– ESSAY 
ESSAY 

Ukrainian Culture in My Life 
By Nicole Allen 

 
 

As the Junior Director of the Zorya Ukrainian Dance Group, I have been surrounded by Ukrainian cul-

ture my entire life.  As a previous director of the dance group, my mother strived to enrich mine and the lives of 

my family members with the culture and stories of my grandparents and their parents before them, who immi-

grated from Ukraine to the United States.  Through Zorya, I have proudly taken the stage at numerous festivals 

throughout Texas and Oklahoma in order to spread the ideas, legends, costumes, spirit, and dance that make up 

the Ukrainian traditions that have been passed down to me since childhood. 

             Now, as I graduate high school, leaving the familiar halls, teachers, and day-to-day rituals that I have 

grown accustomed to for four years, I am excited and nervous to embark on a new life, that of a college student.  

Being from a family of engineers and scientists, I have always been the odd-one-out.  Singing, dancing, acting, 

and performing have filled my life with meaning and purpose since I was old enough to walk, and as a Theatre 

major, I am excited to continue my life of performing in college at Texas Christian University.  College, for me, is 

not simply a way to earn a degree in order to make money in the future.  It is yet another avenue that will hope-

fully lead to a life filled with performing for children and adult audiences alike, bringing them the joy that the 

theatre has brought into my life since I was a child. 

             Since I will be living in Fort Worth, Texas starting in August of this year, I plan to continue performing 

with Zorya as a means of keeping in touch with my Ukrainian roots, and since Zorya provides many stages that I 

have yet to stand upon, I am excited to have the unique opportunity to continue spreading my culture and heritage 

to new people every year.  Not many college students can say that not only do they understand and enjoy their 

grandparents’ stories of ‘the good old days,’ but that they, themselves have the potential and means to continue 

passing down those stories to captive audiences for years to come.  I am excited to be able to tell those stories 

through the performing and dancing that I have come to love so much and through the stage that will continue to 

change my life forever. 
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Tasha-Nova Borozny’s UAST Scholarship Essay 
 

             My father, William John Borozny, was born from two Ukrainian immigrants in Canada. From him, and 

my mother Jerri-Lynn, I came forth. Because of my father’s background since I was born I have been involved in 

the Ukrainian societies around me, and driven to succeed. 

             As an adult I am now making life-altering choices. I am choosing where to live, what to be, and how to 

accomplish these things. After thinking about what I am talented at, but more importantly what I enjoy, I have de-

cided to become an artist who excels in the ways of animation, film, and video. Going to college to get my educa-

tion in these fields is important for me because of how it will impact my future. I want to get my education in or-

der to be able to live the life I want. I want and need the skills to communicate to people through time-based art 

pieces in order to do this and be happy. 

             So far I have even tried my hand at doing so while also supporting the Ukrainian community that I am a 

part of. For the Zorya Ukrainian Dance Ensembles’ graduating senior dancers I volunteered to make a video trib-

ute to them. Through this video project, which combined photographs and filmed testimonies, the senior dancers 

were commemorated for the work they have done for the group and the culture that the group originates from. The 

video debuted at the dance group’s after-performance celebration in San Antonio and brought the audience to 

tears. These young adults who have helped the group grow, thus helped spread out culture, will be greatly missed. 

I got to combine my artistic abilities with my heritage in order to recognize good people. What could be better? 

             Outside of this video I try to make it to as many Zorya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble shows that I can, as 

well as take part in the Ukrainian American Society of Texas events. For the passed three years I have been the 

videographer of the dance group, taping performances so they can be watched and reviewed by the group to help 

them improve. I have traveled with them as they performed in Ennis, West, Arkansas, San Antonio, and, of 

course, the State Fair in Dallas. I also attend the annual Malanka celebration, and help set up and clean. In the 

Saint Sophia Ukrainian Catholic Church I have make perogies to raise money for the sisterhood, and set up the 

celebration for Ukrainian Independence Day. 

             Even though I will be living far from Texas when the school year comes around, I will return to its 

Ukrainian community when I can. Like I did this year, I will continue attending whatever Zorya performances I 

am able to, and continue documenting their shows with photographs and video recordings. I will also go to Ma-

lanka, should it fall on my school break like it did for the 2009 celebration, as well as go to the annual picnic. I 

also hope to propose a new shirt design to the dance group so they may have a new design for a new year. It 

would be another combination of my culture and artistic ability. 

             Though far from home, I will be able to take my culture with me wherever I go. With my education I may 

even be able to come back to Texas and promote the Ukrainian community through art. 
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Join us for Ukrainian Independence Day Celebration ! 

Sunday, August 30th 2009 at 11:30 am 
 
 

Festivities to be held at 
 St. Sophia Church Hall, 5600 North Colony Blvd.,  

The Colony, TX 75056 
 

Admission: $10 adults $5 kids (age 12 and under) 
 

Admission includes   
*Traditional Homemade Ukrainian food served throughout the event  

– eat in or take out   
*Traditional Ukrainian Arts & Crafts will be on display and for purchase 

*Program with performance by Zorya Ukrainian folk dancers 
*Ukrainian music for your listening or dancing pleasure after the program 

*Door prizes and 50/50 raffle 
 

Beverages will be available for an additional donation. 
 

Please send RSVP for food preparation estimates 
By the week of August 26 to 

 
Alex Bezney: 214-213-1949, Richard Bogdon: 972-618-3852 or 

Send an email to: independence@uast.org 
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Membership Renewal - It’s that time again!   
 

As membership director, this year I wanted to tell you briefly about why it is so important to be a member of 
UAST.  For the past 25 years, we have come together as a group to treasure what our forefathers have presented 
to us as a gift – our traditions.  These traditions are what binds us as a group and gives us a reason to meet, talk 
and enjoy each other while preserving our culture and creating memories  We have a little of everything going on 
and you can choose what you like to do throughout the year: 
Malanka (January) – This past year we had over 200 attendees even as far away as Houston, Ukrainians came 
and enjoyed Zorya’s entertainment, a wonderful dinner and a night of socializing and dancing! 
Poetry Day (March) – It is amazing to hear how well our members recite poems from Taras Shevchenko and 
other Poets.  We award monetary prizes to the best performers and this year there was a drawing competition.  
This event is for our members to shine, show their talent and share our admiration for the true warriors of 
Ukraine – their poets.  
Spring Picnic (June) – What fun it is to play sports together both children and adults, while eating great barbeque 
and relaxing in the shade! 
Independence Day Celebration (August) – On this day we come to remember Our Ukraine, its struggles and its 
triumphs.  We reflect on where Ukraine is now and if someone has just visited, we enjoy hearing about their trav-
els and experiences in Ukraine.  
General Membership Meeting (November) – Once a year, members are given the most important role, choosing 
the Directors and Board Members of UAST.  This opportunity is vital to ensuring our organization is run by quali-
fied and professional members who uphold the bylaws and ensure its success. 
For those of you who have supported UAST for many years, you know that we do so much more than what we 
listed above on a yearly basis.  In the past, we have issued scholarships, donated funds for Ukrainians in need, 
hosted dignitaries and exchange student programs, manned booths at festivals to showcase Ukraine and its tradi-
tions and much, much more. 
Our membership rates are very reasonable and if you own a business, there is an opportunity to showcase your 
business card in our newsletters and webpage.  Our membership year runs from September 1 through August 
31st and was established to help our members avoid financial burdens.  If you have a question regarding your 
payment status, please contact me.  Thank you for your continued commitment and support of our efforts.    
 

PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP WITH UAST TODAY! 
 

Chrystya Geremesz (214-240-0016)   chrystyag@hotmail.com 
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SPRING PICNIC 2009! 
Everybody had fun at UAST Spring Picnic, it was a lot of fun. People started gathering around 
1pm and the last person left close to 9pm when it was  almost dark outside. There was good food 
(thanks, Andrew, for feeding us!), plenty of drinks, great group of people, lots of activities, and the 
weather certainly cooperated.  
 

Grill master,  Andrew Chobany 



c/o 1520 Kelly Lane Royse City, TX 75189 

AUGUST 30th:   Independence Day Celebration, Summer Festival to celebrate Ukrainian Independ-
ence Day Sunday, August 30, 11:30 am at  St. Sophia Ukrainian Church Hall. (see inside or website for 
details)  4:30-5 pm: Organizational meeting for Ukrainian Language Classes during Zorya practice.  
 
SEPTEMBER:  Zorya performs at Westfest in West TX on Saturday the 5th at 6:30 and Sunday 
the 6th at 6:00!  See uast.org and click the Zorya tab at the top to keep up with their schedule. 
 
OCTOBER:  Virsky, the Ukrainian Dance Company is coming to the Dallas Symphony at the Myerson 
Symphony Hall on Thursday, October 1 at 8:00 PM.  Advance tickets and seating have already been  
ordered by many UAST members. If you need additional information contact Andrew Chobany. 
      
SAVE THE DATE!  
NOVEMBER 7th (Time and location yet to be determined) 
UAST will hold it's yearly General Membeship / Election meeting.  Currently a Nominating Commitee is being formed 
to review applicants for director and board positions.  If you are interested in being a candidate for the 2010 year, 
please visit our website, www.uast.org and contact the Election Committee Chairperson under the UAST Officer's 
tab.   

Check in at www.uast.org to keep up to date with additional details to our calendar. 

What’s happening !
see inside for details 

Ukrainian Proud!  
Keep our heritage alive in Texas  

And Join UAST today! 

Ukrainian American 
Society of  Texas 

 


